
Parable of the Guests 
Luke 14: 7-15 

 
Introduction 
 
It’s usually not hard to spot self-promotion. 
Words, body posture or gestures which say, “Well aren’t I something!” 
When I was a boy certain sports figures began to talk like this: 
“I am the greatest; no body can beat me.” 
 
In this text Jesus noticed a case of self-promotion at a dinner party.  He comments 
on it to some of the guests, using a parable.  
 
Why is this important?  His commentary is critical for our understanding the nature 
of the kingdom of God. 
 
Jesus attends a dinner at the house of a prominent Pharisee. It says they were 
“watching him closely” to see if He would heal a man with dropsy, on the Sabbath. 
He does.  Why? The healing sets up the parable- it’s not incidental.  
Jesus heals the man to expose their wrong-headed thinking about the kingdom of 
God. 
Let me explain: 

1. The kingdom of God is coming; the King is present.  But He’s not 
bringing it the way many Jews expected their Messiah to, in military 
victory. Instead, the effects of the curse are being reversed. Jesus is 
demonstrating the powers of the age to come- the new heavens and earth 
when all will be in perfect order.  

Everywhere Jesus goes, he performs the deeds of the kingdom and preaches 
the demands of the kingdom.  The kingdom is for the weak, the lowly, the 
infirmed, the disenfranchised. God loves to make the poor rich. Bursting 
forth from Jesus is life, love, truth, healing - these always create a reaction.  
 
2. The healing exposes the Pharisees wrong thinking about how we enter 

and advance in the kingdom. Not only did the Pharisees misapply the 
law, but they maintained a cold-hearted approach to lowly people- the 
down-and-outers. They held contempt for the lame, blind, and poor, 
thinking that they were that way because of the curse of God. In seeking 
to keep themselves from the lowly, they only hid from themselves the 
curse of their own pride and self-promotion. 

 



Their thinking could be summed up as follows: 
God helps those who help themselves. 
God adds strength to the strong. 
If you’re a good person God will accept and bless you. 
Bad people get what they deserve. 
 

So Jesus exposes their pride: 
 Hey gentlemen, I notice you took the place of honor at the table when you 
came in- do you know how risky that is if you haven’t seen the guest list? So 
here’s some helpful advice for social grace.  V.8-10, expanding Prov.25:6-7. 
Do not exalt yourself in the king’s presence, and do not claim a place among great 
men; it is better for him to say to you, “Come up here”, than for him to humiliate 
you before a nobleman. 
 
Good advice, yes?  What’s the connection to the kingdom of God? 
 
Their behavior serves to picture something vitally important about the kingdom. 
Jesus wants people in the kingdom, pictured in the parable by the wedding feast, a 
Biblical metaphor of the kingdom. 
 
But there’s a problem with the kingdom: it doesn’t work they way we think it 
should. It is in fact a counter-cultural revolution, the upside down kingdom.  
If you and I had a kingdom,  
we’d prefer people who can pay their way, who can give back to us;   
we’d recruit people who behave themselves and are self-sufficient. 
 
BUT, in God’s kingdom, the way in and forward is not what we’d expect. Jesus 
has to reveal that to them and us. There is this thing in us that insists on self-
promotion, but the way into the kingdom is self-humbling.  The nature of the 
kingdom is- we do not exalt ourselves- just the opposite, we humble ourselves and 
exalt others.  Therefore, pride and self-absorption hinder us in the kingdom, they 
snuff out kingdom values. 
 
Jesus sets out the logic of his revolutionary kingdom with this principle: 
“For everyone who exalts himself shall be humbled 
and he who humbles himself shall be exalted” 
 
This principle raises at least five questions: 
 
 



1. What is self-exaltation? 
 
(There’s a difference between self-exaltation and self-absorption. Though both 
are driven by pride, a self-absorbed person could be shy and retiring, though the 
reason is they are still self-consumed. A self-exalting person is more outwardly 
attention-seeking.) 
 
Self-exaltation is any form of bringing attention to ourselves. To exalt is to lift 
up or place in the center, to magnify above all other things.  
 -pout when we don’t get our way; 
 -interrupt to give our viewpoint; 
 -make excuses for our failures; 
 -make sure people know we’re competent; 
 
Why do we exalt ourselves?  Self-promotion accomplishes something in our 
thinking. Everything we do we do for a reason, there’s some motive. It seems we 
are driven by a need to lift up ourselves because we sense we are low. We 
apparently need to feel better about ourselves.  Whether ashamed or failing or 
feeling unnoticed, self-exaltation puts us back where we think we belong. 
 
We see this immediately after the introduction of sin in the world. Adam is 
confronted by God, why are you hiding from me, and Adam starts blame 
shifting; the woman you gave me.  When there’s relational breakdown with God, 
everything else is affected. 
 
All of us are born with an internal sense of our shame before God, our sense of 
inadequacy before God, our fear of His judgment, and this fuels the need to 
prove ourselves.  In our heart of hearts we know we’re not what God made us to 
be, yet we continue to insist, yes I am, I’m not so bad, there is something good in 
me; here, let me prove it! 
 
In order to feel better about ourselves, we typically do one of two things: 

-either put others down, or  
-attempt to get people to approve of us.   

 
Somehow thinking less of others, magnifying their frailties, makes us feel better 
about ourselves.  Well, I’m glad I’m not like that! 
Or if we can get others to say nice things about us, to esteem us, then obviously 
we can feel better about who we are. 
 



Thus, all of us have a deep insecurity, often hidden from ourselves, about who 
we are, and unresolved fear about where we stand in the universe. 

 
 
 

2. Where does self-exaltation reveal itself? 
 
Why is that an important question? Because Jesus’ principle contains a 
warning and a promise; the warning is against self-exaltation, the promise 
is for exaltation.  We inherently want exaltation because we were made by 
God the most precious of all His creation. Below God we were exalted 
above all creation. But sin has spoiled the glory. We want it back, but we’ll 
never get it on our own terms. 

 
Self-exaltation reveals itself in three places: 
 
a. In what you think you deserve. 

The guests go immediately to the seats of honor at the party, evidently 
because they thought that’s where they deserved to be, not because the host 
put them there. 
The disciples weren’t immune to this, either. In Mark 9:33-34: 

Jesus asked them, “What were you arguing about on the road?” But 
they kept quiet because on the way they had argued about who was 
the greatest. 

 
Why do you think you deserve prominence or recognition?   
Why do you need people to honor you, like you, esteem your knowledge, 
appearance or abilities? 
Why do you demand respect from others?  The best cure for this is to ask 
God what you deserve. 

   
    b.  In relation to other people. 

 
The host at the party doesn’t get it. So Jesus has homework for him: (v.12) 
throw a party for people who can’t repay you. Can’t do that? Why not? Must 
be that your motives for parties and such are self-serving. You won’t get 
anything back if the lowly come to your party. They might not even say 
thank you, and might steal some food while they’re there. They might take 
advantage of you. You deserve better! 
 



When is it easy to be self-exalting? When you compare yourself to bad 
people!  Jesus told another parable to illustrate the folly of this.  Pharisee and 
publican. 

 (18:9) 
 

c. In relation to God 
 

Jesus brings this out in the next parable. God invites everyone to his banquet 
feast, and they all have lame excuses why they can’t come. Translated: 
people just don’t have time for God or serious interest in his glory. 
 
Don’t miss one of the key ideas here. God invites us to his banquet because 
we can’t repay him. We have no means. What do you owe God? Perfection. 
Any gap between that and what you are creates a debt in God’s moral 
economy. What would it take to repay God for your sins?  Sin requires 
death. The only way to pay is eternal punishment. But there is One who pays 
for all who ask Him! Jesus is the way to the Father because He alone pays 
the price by His death on the cross. Jesus Christ cried out on the cross, 
Tetelestai. Paid in full!  The debt is erased. 
“he humbled himself to the point of death on the cross, and so God highly 
exalted him with the name above all names. (Phil.:8-9) 
 

3. When will the self-exalting be humbled? 
 
Two ways to answer: 
1.  When God wants to.  He does it; see the passive voice here? 
 
Don’t worry about God’s humbling others; 
isn’t the question, When will God humble you?   
And the answer? The sooner the better. 
(Job had his day in court with God, and stood speechless!) 
 
2.  For certain, all will be humbled at the final judgment.  
 
Positively, for believers, “I’m getting what I don’t deserve! I’m not getting 
what I do deserve!” 
 
Negatively, for unbelievers: “I blew it; I’m getting what I deserve! I have no 
one to blame but myself.” 



People will see the extreme worth of God and be excruciatingly aware of what 
they owed him. 
 

4. When will the humble be exalted? 
 
Humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God and he will exalt you at the 
proper time. 1 Peter 5:6 

 
Notice again that exalt is passive: will be exalted.  Meaning: lift up, honor, to prize 
as valuable. No one exalts himself, God does it, “at the proper time”.  (1 Peter 5:6) 

God will certainly exalt the humble at the final resurrection by granting 
glorified bodies and giving them rule over the earth. I think angels will be 
tempted to bow down to us. 
 
God can also exalt you any time he wants to. 
The point is, don’t worry about it or seek it. Let God honor you. Resist 
promoting yourself; there’s sweeter, greater joy and glory found in promoting 
others.  Proverbs 27:2 says it well, 

Let another praise you, and not your own mouth, a stranger, and your own lips. 
 

5. How do you humble yourself? 
 
Isn’t that the implicit invitation of the phrase? 
a. Ask God to show you what you’re like? To oppose your proud thoughts and 

motives. James 4:6,10 
Why am I doing this?  How is self-promotion in this? 
Cheer up, you’re a lot worse than you know; but you’re more loved than you 
ever dreamt possible. 

b. Admit to him you are a vacuum of self-concern. Pray for the needs of 
others. Explore the “I deserve thing”. What do you really deserve? 

c. Plead with the Lord to change you. To expose your failures. 
d. Seek the Lord’s glory. This is the only thing that can rescue us, a passion for 

his glory. The Holy Spirit creates this using the word. 
e. Think less of yourself and more of others. Phil.2 

Rom.12 
Whenever you do something for someone else, seek payment first from 
Christ. 
Attempt something so great for God that it be destined to fail if God isn’t in 
it. Then he’ll receive al the glory. 


